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MINISTRIA E FINANCAVE DHE EKONOMISË

AGJENCIA KOMBËTARE E ARSIMIT, FORMIMIT PROFESIONAL DHE KUALIFIKIMEVE

“EUROPEAN PLATFORM FOR ADULT LEARNING IN EUROPE (EPALE) NATIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES FOR ALBANIA” 

Project. No. 580174-EPP-1-2016-1-AL-EPPKA2-EPALE-NSS
Agreement No. 2016 - 3042 / 001 - 001
Announces

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

for individual consultancy services of

“Supporting the development of contents for the “electronic platform for adult learning in Europe (EPALE) in Albania”
The National Agency for Vocational Education and Training and Qualifications (NAVETQ) as the National Support Service for European Platform for Adult Learning Education (ALE) in Europe (EPALE) have been awarded a grant from the European Programs for Education and Youth, Erasmus+. The project aims as follows: (i) to bring EPALE to the adult learning community in Albania, and motivating this community to participate on its activities; and (ii) support the Central Support Service in delivering quality content in a multilingual, dynamic, interactive and innovative platform, through the upload of contents, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds for payment of individual consultancy services under this Project. 

The National Agency for Vocational Education and Training and Qualifications (NAVETQ) as the National Support Service for EPALE has, therefore, submitted a proposal to develop a set of activities to promote the European Platform for Adult Learning in Europe (EPALE) in Albania, to be implemented between January and December 2017/18, as a first initiative as a candidate country in this field. 

The NAVETQ, needs to engage one International Individual Expert.
Objective of the Assignment

The current project aims at promoting the EPALE in Albania through the recruitment of users and the development of specific activities related to adult learning, including the allocation of the necessary human and financial resources to NAVETQ, and networking.

In its scope, there is a need for contracting an international adult learning expert for supporting the development of contents for the “electronic platform for adult learning in Europe (EPALE) in Albania.
Scope of work

The international adult learning expert is expected to produce the following deliverables within: 
(i) to provide compensatory learning in basic skills, which individuals may not have acquired in their initial education (such as literacy, numeracy, etc.); (ii) to enable people (a) to access and attain qualifications not gained, for various reasons, in the initial education and training system, (b) to acquire, improve or update skills or competences in a specific field. At present the concept of adult learning is not well introduced and developed in the education and training reforms in Albania, and the awareness about it is still low at all levels of governance as well as among population. To increase the information available and the awareness about adult learning activity in the country is one of the main goals of EPALE. Albania as a candidate country to the European Union was eligible for participating in this platform.

The main objective of this assignment is:

· to assure the quality of the deliverables produced by NAVETQ as the National Support Service to promote EPALE in Albania;

· to provide technical advice to the NSS on the development of the planned activities and on the potential impact of such initiatives in Albania.

The expert will perform the following tasks:

· Knowledge exchange with the EPALE NSS Team and other stakeholders/experts on Adult Learning;

· Analyse / evaluate all measures carried out by the EPALE NSS Team to promote the platform and Adult Learning in Albania, and propose recommendations;

· Identify potential areas for further development/improvement within the project, in the next years;
· Expected outputs: 

· Participation in technical meetings (up to a maximum of 3) with the EPALE NSS Team and other stakeholders/experts for knowledge sharing about Adult Learning

· Participation in one seminar/workshop on Adult Learning in Albania

· Evaluation report of the work carried out by the EPALE NSS in 2017, including Recommendations for future actions

· These outputs are expected to be delivered

Qualification Requirement

The international expert should have: 
· Master Degree or Postgraduate studies in Educational or Social Sciences, Economics, Adult Learning (or related areas)

· Very good knowledge (written and spoken) of English language

· Very good knowledge of MS Office

· Experience requirements

· Extensive Knowledge and Work Experience in Adult Learning and Lifelong Learning topics – minimum 10 years of experience in related topics

·  (Active) Participation in EU related forums on Adult Learning

· Very good knowledge of the New Skills Agenda for Europe, and its predecessor’s strategic documents. 

Evaluation procedure
Applications as International Expert will be evaluated based on a cumulative analysis taking into consideration the combination of the technical qualifications and financial proposal.

Technical Criterion– max 80%
Criterion A: Professional Experience – max 25%
Criterion B: Proposed Technical Approach and Schedule to Accomplish the Task – max 40%

Criterion C: Other Relevant Qualifications – max 20%

Criterion D: Writing and presentation skills in English – max 15%

Only the highest ranked candidates who would be awarded a minimum of 80% of the technical evaluation score will be considered for the financial Evaluation.

Financial Criterion – max 20%

Reporting and Duration

Expert is expected to deliver Periodic Reports (every two weeks) during different phases of the work and a Final Report upon accomplishment of works. 
All deliverables will be submitted in English in both in hard copy and electronic files. 

The expert is going to work in distance and have a site mission of maximum 4 working days.

The abovementioned assignment is expected to start on the 1st of September 2018. The assignment is expected to be completed by end of November 2018.

Payment schedule
For the tasks and outputs mentioned above, the expert shall be remunerated for a maximal number of 12 (working days). The maximal honorary shall not exceed the amount of EUR 7.600 (seven thousand six hundred).

Payment will be made upon delivery of agreed deliverables and working days performed as folows:

25% in advance – on the receipt of the countersigned contract;

75% - on satisfactory completion of the work and receipt of financial report
Interested applicants may obtain further information regarding the Terms of Reference at the websites: http://ec.europa.eu/epale/en/home-page or http://www.akafp.gov.al/erasmus-epale/
For further inquiry on the application procedure, please consult us at: www.akafp.gov.al and/or Ejvis.Gishti@akafp.gov.al.
or at the address below, Monday-Thursday from 08:00 to 16:30 hours and Friday, from 08:00 to 14:00 hours. 

“EUROPEAN PLATFORM FOR ADULT LEARNING IN EUROPE (EPALE) NATIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES FOR ALBANIA” Project

National Agency of Vocational Education Training and Qualifications

Adr: Str."Naim Frashëri", Nr. 37 ", Tirana, Albania
Tel: + 355 4 2237087

Interested applicants should submitt:

· Expression of interest, including a financial offer as well as inplementation plan of the tasks;

· Recently updated CV;

· Electronic copy of a recent report/study performed and two names as referees to be sent to the e-mail address: info@akafp.gov.al
Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form (post or by e- mail) to the below address:

National Agency of Vocational Education Training and Qualifications

Adr: Str."Naim Frashëri", Nr. 37,

E-mail address: info@akafp.gov.al
Tirana, Albania


Attn: Mrs. Ejvis Gishti
Director

The right corner of the envelope or subject of the e-mail must indicate the relevant position of interest. The deadline for receipt of submission is 13th of September 2018, 16:30 hrs (CET).
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