SERVICE PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Individual Expert for the Financial Audit of the project “Apprenticeship Schemes for Youth Employability in Albania”

1. 
Reference
      556911-EPP-1-2014-1-AL-EPPKA3-APPREN 

2. 
Procedure
Single tender, Fee Based
3. 
Programme
European Programme for Education, Training, Youth  and Sport, Erasmus+

4. 
Financing

Financing agreement: Agreement No. 2014-3358/001-001
5. 
Contracting Authority
National Agency of Vocational Education, Training and Qualifications

CONTRACT SPECIFICATION
6. 
Nature of contract
Fee based. 
7. 
Contract description
The subject of this Contract is International Consultancy for the project “Apprenticeship Schemes for Youth Employability in Albania” managed by the National Agency of Vocational Education, Training and Qualifications.
8. 
Number and titles of lots
N/A

9. 
Maximum budget
Not specified  

CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION
10. 
Eligibility
Participation is open to all  legal persons which are established in a Member State of the European Union or in a country or territory  of the regions covered and/or authorised by the specific instruments applicable to the programme under which the contract is financed (see also item 23 below). 
11. 
Number of tenders
No more than one tender can be submitted by a natural or legal person whatever the form of participation (as an individual legal entity or as leader or member of a company submitting a tender).  In the event that a natural or legal person submits more than one tender, all tenders in which that person has participated will be excluded.
12. 
Grounds for exclusion
As part of the tender, tenderers must submit a signed declaration, included in the tender form, to the effect that they are not in any of the exclusion situations listed in Section 2.3.3 of the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EU external actions 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE
14. 
Provisional commencement date of the contract
25 August 2017
15. Implementation period of the tasks
The period of execution of the contract for Coordinator shall be 1 month, starting from August  to September 2017.

SELECTION AND AWARD CRITERIA
16. 
Selection criteria
The following selection criteria will be applied to tenderers. In the case of tenders submitted by a consortium, these selection criteria will be applied to the consortium as a whole:

1)The external auditor must be independent from the beneficiary;

The external auditor must be qualified to carry out audits of accounting documents in accordance with national legislation. A beneficiary established in a third country (i.e. non-EU member state) must comply with equivalent national regulations in the audit field.
Moreover, to be in the position of delivering the report, the public officer should meet at least one of the following competency criteria:

 

3) Professional experience: minimum three years' professional experience in one of these fields: accounting, financial, taxation and auditing;

 

4) Qualifications: a level of education which corresponds to completed university studies of at least 4 years attested by a diploma in the accounting, finance and/or auditing field, or professional training/a professional qualification of an equivalent level relevant to these fields.

5) He/She shall be proficient in English
 

     17. 
Award criteria
Best ranked candidates based on Evaluations Grid.

TENDERING
18. 
Deadline for receipt of tenders
23 August 2017 at 12:00 Central European Time
19. 
How tenders may be submitted
Tenders must be submitted to the Contracting Authority, using the means specified in the request for expression of interest published in the below websites:

 http://www.akafp.gov.al; 
Tenders submitted by any other means will not be considered.
20.
Alteration or withdrawal of applications
Tenderers may alter or withdraw their applications by written notification prior to the deadline for submission of tenders.  No application may be altered after this deadline.

21. 
Operational language
All written communications for this tender procedure and contract must be in English.
22. Legal basis
Regulation (EU) No 1288/2013 of the European Parliament and the Council of 11 December 2013 establishing 'Erasmus+' programme: The Union programme for education, training, youth and sport.
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